
every student, on time, every day

Attendance 
Matters

Schools are here to help...
• Going to school more often will make a difference
• Attendance habits will follow your child into work and life

Did you know

1 in 5
BCE primary students don’t 

attend school regularly

It’s never too 
late to improve 
attendance 
• Going to school more often 

will make a difference

• Attendance habits will follow 
your child into work and life

Absences add up!

2 days 
a month

4 weeks 
a year= =

MISSING MORE THAN

years of 
learning by1½ 12

year

What families can do... 
 ; Be firm: send your child to school every day,  
all day, unless they are sick

 ; Develop good sleep and morning routines

 ; Schedule appointments and extra-curricular 
activities outside of school

 ; Avoid taking holidays during term time

 ; Seek help early before your concerns  
become serious

Each day missed... 
• Puts your child behind and makes it harder for 

them to catch up

• Can lead to lower achievement in reading, writing 
and numeracy

• Can lead to gaps in learning and connections to 
friends

• Makes school completion less likely 

• Makes the transition into the workforce or tertiary 
education, post school, less likely to be successful
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every student, on time, every day

Attendance 
Matters

Schools are here to help...
If you are having attendance issues with your child, speak to your school about 
ways to address it.

Did you know

1 in 3
BCE secondary students 

don’t attend school regularly

Each day missed... 
• Puts your child behind and makes it harder for 

them to catch up

• Can lead to lower achievement in reading, writing 
and numeracy

• Can lead to gaps in learning and connections to 
friends

• Makes school completion less likely 

• Makes the transition into the workforce or tertiary 
education, post school, less likely to be successful

What families can do... 
 ; Be firm: send your child to school every day, all 
day, unless they are sick

 ; Develop good sleep and morning routines

 ; Schedule appointments and extra-curricular 
activities outside of school

 ; Avoid taking holidays during term time

 ; Seek help early before your concerns become 
serious

It’s never too 
late to improve 
attendance 
• Going to school more often 

will make a difference

• Attendance habits will follow 
your child into work and life

Absences add up!

2 days 
a month

4 weeks 
a year= =

MISSING MORE THAN

years of 
learning by1½ 12

year
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